
	 MAPPA offenders must be 	 	 	
	 identified under certain categories

Cat 1 Registered Sex Offenders.

Cat 2
Violent or other sex offenders 
sentenced to 12 months or more in 
custody or to a hospital order. 

Cat 3

Other dangerous offenders 
-Cautioned/warned/convicted for 
an offence which demonstrates 
capability for causing serious harm.  
All domestic abuse perpetrators not 
managed under Category 1, 2 or 4 
should be considered for Category 3 
management.

Cat 4 Terrorist Offenders

Referral Screening meetings for new MAPPA cases 
take place weekly.

	 Levels of case management 

Level 1 
cases

Where the risks can be managed 
by the lead agency (in co-operation 
with other agencies) but without 
the need for formal multi-agency 
meetings.  Ninety-five per cent 
of offenders are managed at this 
level, usually by a single police or 
probation officer.

Level 2 
cases

The offender is assessed as high 
or very high risk of serious harm 
and formal multi-agency meetings 
would add value to managing risk. 
The case may have been previously 
managed at Level 3 or requiring 
oversight at a more senior level.

Level 3 
cases

Cases meet the criteria for Level 2 
and require senior representation 
and oversight.  Cases may have 
media or public interest issues.

MAPPA
      1      What is MAPPA ?

The Criminal Justice Act  2003 led to the 
establishment of Multi-Agency Public Protection 
Arrangements (MAPPA) which are a set of statutory 
arrangements to manage the risk posed by the 
most serious sexual and violent offenders in each  
criminal justice area  of England and Wales. 

MAPPA is designed to protect the public, including 
previous victims of crime, from serious harm by 
such offenders. 

      2	 Agency responsibilities

The Responsible Authorities for MAPPA are the 
Police, Prison Service and National Probation 
Service. They have a duty to ensure that the risks 
posed by specified sexual and violent offenders are 
assessed and managed appropriately. 

Other agencies have a duty to cooperate. These 
include Social Care, Health, Housing, DWP and 
Home Office Immigration Enforcement.
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              What happens at a MAPPA meeting ?

The vast majority of MAPPA offenders will be managed through the ordinary management of one agency, 
although this will usually involve the sharing of information with other relevant agencies.

The basis for the discussion of MAPPA offenders who need active interagency management, including 
their risk assessment and risk management, is the MAPPA meeting.

The Responsible Authority agencies and the MAPPA Coordinator are permanent members of these 
meetings. The Duty To Cooperate agencies should be invited to attend for any offender in respect of 
whom they can provide additional support and management. The frequency of meetings depends on the 
level of management deemed appropriate for each offender.

              ViSOR

ViSOR provides a central linked computer system for offenders that can be  updated by the 3 responsible 
authorities (Police/Prison/Probation).

ViSOR operates within the UK and is a vital component for managing offenders across National 
boundaries.

               Further information

MAPPA guidance document

Further advice can also be sought from Northumbria Probation Trust 
The MOSOVO Unit (Management of Sexual Offenders and Violent Offenders)  

mosovo.enquiries@northumbria.polic.uk
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MAPPA

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/multi-agency-public-protection-arrangements-mappa-guidance
mailto:mosovo.enquiries%40northumbria.polic.uk?subject=

