
 

 

Serious Case Review Briefing Note 

Child T (also known as SCR Baby K) 

North Tyneside Safeguarding Children Board (NTSCB) commissioned a Serious 

Case Review to identify any significant learning, so as to be assured that all partner 

agencies can continue to learn from joint working practice and that this supports 

continuous improvement.  

NTSCB takes responsibility for ensuring that learning from any review results in 

changes to policies, procedures, practice guidance and the Boards scrutiny 

programme. NTSCB also modifies multi-agency training to ensure learning is 

addressed and also promotes the learning through briefings and events.  

NTSCB also supports and follows up learning identified by; or for agencies as a part 

of a review to ensure that changes are sustainable and embedded. In the event of no 

or slow progress NTSCB will seek explanation from respective partners and seek to 

negotiate and support renewed progress.  

The Board accepted and endorsed the full report prepared by the Highlands Child 

Protection Committee (HCPC) on 26 November 2018. 

Both HCPC and NTSCB have been mindful that it is normal to publish the full report 

unless there are reasons not to. In this instance NTSCB has supported the position 

of the HCPC to publish an Executive Summary as being in the best interests of the 

child and the children of the alleged perpetrator. There is also a police investigation 

that has not concluded. 

The learning for partners and joint working to safeguard children in North Tyneside 

can be summarised and is identified below. As a result NTSCB will do the following: 

 Support the Council to implement changes in how it receives notifications and 

requests from other agencies who are placing children in North Tyneside 

 Monitor across partners and liaise with the Child Safeguarding Practice 

Review Panel in regard to the effectiveness of Criminal Records Bureau  

checks ( now known as Disclosure and Barring Service checks) 



 Refresh and promote as a part of the multi agency and learning dissemination 

programme awareness around  

o a) working with other agencies outside of North Tyneside who place 

children in the borough  

o b) continue to maintain a focus on “kinship care” in liaison with the NT 

Corporate Parenting Committee and : 

o c) widely disseminate the story and learning so as to support 

practitioners especially in primary care, educational and early help 

settings. 

 Ensure that when the present LSCB arrangements are replaced this learning 

and outstanding actions and assurance requirements are passed to the new 

Multi Agency Safeguarding Arrangement (MASA) 

 

Summary of the review 

This case involved a young child who was admitted to hospital with serious injuries 

which required urgent medical intervention including surgery. The medical view is the 

injuries were indicative of non-accidental injury. Child protection procedures were 

initiated and the joint response by local agencies was felt to be prompt and thorough. 

We are pleased to note that Child T has made a good recovery from his injuries.   

At the time the child was living in North Tyneside in a kinship placement with an 

extended family member who had been approved as a kinship carer by The 

Highland Council.  

It was agreed by both the Highland Child Protection Committee (HCPC) and North 

Tyneside Safeguarding Children Board (NTSCB) that whilst the decision to 

undertake a Serious Case Review (SCR) rested with NTSCB, we would be in a 

better position to identify potential learning if HCPC undertook the review and that 

the two partnerships jointly managed this process. This was on the basis that the 

child had spent most of his life in Scotland and that until the incident the Scottish 

Local Authority were legally responsible for his placement and welfare.  

There has been a high level of collaboration; support, quality assurance and mutual 

challenge across the two partnerships at each stage of the review process.  

As in all SCRs a number of learning points have been identified. Whilst the majority 

of the learning identified by the review is of particular relevance to Scotland, 

difficulties in managing cross border cases and the need for good planning and 

communication was highlighted. Specifically the issue of organising criminal record 

checks was raised and this is being addressed by the Scottish Care Inspectorate. 

Additionally, in England, the Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel has agreed 

the learning in relation to the disclosure of criminal record checks is of national 

importance. They have therefore shared the findings with officials from the relevant 



government teams, so they can consider and respond to the issues raised by this 

case and the national recommendations made. 

Within North Tyneside, NTSCB has sought assurance that practitioners are aware of 

the importance of effective information sharing in cross border cases and the 

process in relation to organising criminal record checks.    
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