
Contact:

To contact the designated doctors for child deaths in
Northumberland, Newcastle and North Tyneside, please contact:

North of Tyne Child Death Overview Panel Co-ordinator
Albion Road Resource Centre, North Shields NE29 0HG
Tel: 0191 219 6679 Mobile: 07554 116 885 Fax: 0191 219 6661

Bereavement support:

Cruse Bereavement Care (for adults)
Tel: 0844 7479 400 Email: helpline@cruse.org

Child Death Helpline (answered by bereaved parents)
Tel: 0800 282 986

Barnardos Orchard Project (for children)
Tel: 0191 212 0237

Bliss (support after bereavement of a premature baby)
Tel: 0500 618140 www.bliss.org.uk

Childhood Bereavement Network (information and advice about
services to support bereaved children and young people)
Tel: 020 7843 6309 Email: cbn@ncb.org.uk

Child Death Helpline (for anyone affected by the death of a child of
any age from any cause)
Tel: 0800 282986 www.childdeathhelpline.org.uk

Foundation for the Study of Infant Deaths (FSID) (Support and
advice for anyone following the sudden death of an infant)
Freephone: 0808 802 6868 www.fsid.org.uk

NHS North of Tyne - Working on behalf of Newcastle and North
Tyneside Primary Care Trusts and Northumberland Care Trust

There are no words to describe how
difficult the death of a child is for any
family. This leaflet explains why health and
social care professionals are required to
carry out a review of the circumstances
which led to the death. It also explains
about the support there is for families and
carers who face the death of a child.

Child Death
Review Process

North of Tyne

Information for
families and carers



This leaflet describes what happens after a child has died if they
lived in Newcastle, North Tyneside or Northumberland. It will also
tell you who you can contact if you need further information about
the review process or if you feel you want more information about
the different kinds of support available for you or your family.

The review process

The same process takes place in all areas in England and is a
statutory requirement. This ensures that a team of professionals
from across statutory organisations review all cases and consider
together how future deaths could be prevented.

What sort of review will occur and why is it needed?
Legislation was introduced in 2008 and requires every Local
Safeguarding Children Board to review the death of every child up
to the age of 18 years in their area. We believe that if we can
understand better why children die, we may be able to prevent
similar deaths occurring in the future in our area.

The rapid response
There will be discussions and sometimes meetings shortly after
your child’s death between a paediatrician and other health
workers, police and social workers to share information and to plan
how best to support your family.

You may also be offered a visit at home by a paediatrician who will
discuss the events leading up to your child’s death and provide you
with information about what will be happening next and also offer
you and your family support.

The Local Case Discussion
Around two to five months after your child’s death there will be a Local
Case Discussion meeting. This meeting may happen later if there are
other inquiries ongoing such as the work of the pathologist and
coroner. At this meeting local doctors, health specialists and other
professionals involved will consider what may have caused your child’s
death and what support was offered to your family. Following this they
may make recommendations about future practice. This meeting is for
professionals only. However, one of the professionals who knows you
and your family will make you aware that this meeting is going to
occur and ask you if there is anything you would like raised and also be
able to feedback to you afterwards. Any recommendations from this
meeting will be shared with the Local Safeguarding Children Board.
Reports from the meeting will be forwarded to the North of Tyne Child
Death Overview Panel. All of the information we gather will be treated
with the deepest respect and in strictest confidence.

The Child Death Overview Panel

The Child Death Overview Panel meets every six weeks and is attended
by relevant professionals from health, police and children’s services. The
panel reviews information about how children have died and follows up
on recommendations made in Local Case Discussions. A summary of
the anonymous information collected by the panel is given to your Local
Safeguarding Children Board to help them consider whether any action
is necessary to try to prevent similar deaths occurring in the future.

Can I attend these meetings?

It is not possible for parents or family members to attend these
meetings. However, we will inform you of any major recommendations
made as a result of the discussions. For more information about the
meeting, please contact the panel coordinator (details shown overleaf).


